
 
 

 
This Week At MSES! 

Monday, March 18 
9:00am- 10:00am       Hammel’s Walking Field Trip- Police Station 
9:00am- 10:00am       Farrell’s Walking Field Trip- Library 
9:00am- 10:00am       Thomson’s Walking Field Trip- Post Office 
9:20am- 10:20am       3rd Grade Ballet- MSES Auditorium 
11:00am- 4:00pm       UCCS Theaterworks- 5th Grade- MSES Auditorium 
3:00pm- 4:30pm         Flamenco/ Rodeo Rehearsal- Spanish Room 
3:00pm- 4:00pm         Mixed Media Magic- UPES- Grades 3rd- 5th 
3:00pm- 4:30pm         Book Club- MSES Commons- Grades 1st- 5th 
3:00pm- 4:30pm         Clarinet- MSES Commons- Grades 4th & 5th  
3:00pm- 4:30pm         Comic Manga Drawing- MSES Commons- Grades 3rd- 5th 
3:00pm- 4:30pm         Gardening- MSES Commons- Grades Kinder- 2nd 
3:30pm- 4:30pm          Beginning Guitar- SILC- Grades 4th- 6th 
3:30pm- 4:30pm          Brass Class- SILC- Grades 4th- 8th 
4:00pm- 7:30pm          HS Musical- MSES Auditorium  
4:30pm            Connect 14 Bus returns from SILC to MSES 
4:30pm- 5:15pm          Connect 14 Club- MSES Commons 
 
Tuesday, March 19 
7:15am-7:45am        Violin/Viola- MSES Music Room 
8:30am-10:30am      Goldman’s Field Trip- Rock Shop 
9:00am- 10:00am     Farrell’s Walking Field Trip- Post Office 
9:20am- 10:20am     3rd Grade Ballet Class- Community Church 
11:00am-4:00pm      UCCS Theaterworks- 5th Graders- MSES Auditorium 
12:30pm-2:30pm      Larsen’s Field Trip- Rock Shop 
3:00pm- 4:25pm       Girls on the Run Club- Meet in MSES Commons 
3:00pm- 4:00pm       Sewing with Narnia- UPES- Grades 3rd- 5th 
3:00pm- 4:30pm       Golliwhoppers Play Prouction- MSES Commons- Grades Kinder- 2nd 
3:00pm- 4:30pm       Kindness Club- MSES Commons- Grades Kinder- 5th 
3:30pm- 4:15pm       Ukelele- MSES Commons- Grades 3rd- 5th 
3:30pm- 4:30pm       Jazz Funk- SILC- Grades 3rd- 5th 
4:00pm- 7:30pm       Musical- MSES Auditorium 
4:30pm                   Connect 14 Bus returns from SILC to MSES 
4:30pm- 5:15pm        Connect 14 Club- MSES Commons 
3:30pm- 6:30pm        Incredible Years- MSES Commons 
 
Wednesday, March 20 
8:40am- 11:20am    2nd Grade Field Trip- Space Foundation 
9:00am- 10:0am      Hammel’s Walking Field Trip- Manitou Springs      Post Office 
9:00am- 10:00am    Thomson’s Walking Field Trip- Manitou Springs Library 
9:00am- 10:00am     Farrell’s Walking Field Trip- Manitou Springs Police Station 
9:20am- 10:20am     3rd Grade Ballet Class- MSES Auditorium 
12:30pm-2:30pm      Marquardt’s Field Trip- Rock Shop 
3:00pm- 4:00pm       Imagineers- Ms. Knezha’s Room 
3:00pm- 4:00pm       Creative Movement- Grades 1st & 2nd- Meet in Commons 
3:00pm- 4:30pm       FAB LAB!- Manitou Arts Center 
3:00pm- 4:30pm       Flute- Meet in Commons 
3:30pm- 4:45pm       Overture- SILC- Meet in Commons 
4:30pm- 5:15pm       Connect 14 Club- MSES Commons 



  

 
 

5:00pm- 7:30pm       World Culture Night- Manitou Springs High School 
6:00pm- 7:00pm       Manitou Springs Elementary School Family Game Night- MSES Commons 
 
Thursday, March 21 
NO SCHOOL- PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES 
 
Friday, March 22 
NO SCHOOL- PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES 
 

Tips for Successful Conferences This Week 
Parent-teacher-student conferences are an excellent way to partner with us in support of your child’s 
success at school. When we sit down together and celebrate your child’s gains and process solutions to 
their challenges, our students’ growth is greatly enhanced on all fronts! Spring conferences are a time to 
track progress for the first three-fourths of the year—and to plan for future success! Please plan to bring to 
the conference a list of any celebrations, concerns, and questions you might have about your child’s 
learning and growth. Above all, do bring your wonderful child to the conference! The conference can’t be 
successful without the main person in attendance! Here are some tips for a most effective conference: 
Please be on time: Your child’s teacher has to schedule conferences one after the other. Being late wastes 
your time – and impacts all those parents behind you in the schedule. 

Work together: Whenever possible, both parents should 
attend the meeting. Showing up together demonstrates 
your commitment to your child’s education. 
Look for Positives: Share any positive comments you’ve 
heard from your child about the teacher, class, or 
classroom to set a constructive tone for the meeting. 
Talk to your child: Talk with your child to see if he/she 
has any concerns about school. Look over recent 
assignments and tests, so you know what he/she is 
studying and how he/she is performing in class. 
Plan Ahead: E-mail any concerns to the teacher in 
advance, if you want a thorough, thoughtful response. 
Examine the data: We plan these parent-teacher 
conferences around third-quarter report cards. Please 
review your child’s data at the conferences to see if there 

are any areas in which he/she may be struggling, or any concerns you would like to discuss. 
Have a list: Make a written list of your main questions and concerns. Give a copy to the teacher, and 
include all of your contact information. If you run out of time, ask that any unaddressed items or concerns be 
responded to by e-mail or with a later meeting. 
Make an action plan: Prioritize your concerns and the steps that you feel should be taken to ensure that 
your child reaches his educational potential for the school year and give a copy to the teacher. Make sure 
you leave the meeting knowing the next steps that will be taken to help your child succeed. 
Respect the next parent: If you run out of conference time, schedule a follow-up meeting to address 
concerns that still need to be discussed. 
Thank the teacher: Teachers don’t get paid for the additional time, attention, or effort they put into helping 
our kids. They are underpaid and under-appreciated for what they do! Let them know you appreciate their 
service to your child. 
Follow up with your child: A parent-teacher conference is an opportunity to praise the accomplishments 
and effort your child has made, and to discuss any areas that may need improvement. Use this opportunity 
to create short- and long-term goals, reinforcements, and expectations. 
 

Please Check Lost and Found During Conferences 
Lost and found is once again bursting at the seams. We will be making another donation to One Nation on 
March 23rd, after conferences. Please stop by The Skyway Gallery with your children during conferences 
and reconnect with lost coats, hats, mittens, and lunchboxes. 



  

 
 

  ASK YOUR EXPERT!
Family Questions From Your Mustangs’ Lessons This Week 

Preschool: We continued to discuss the sequence of how a 
caterpillar changes into a butterfly. We learned it from a non-fiction 
point of view and then read The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle 
and retold the story with props and our felt board. This next week we 
will act the story out through our Cosmic Kids yoga story. We also met 
our new friend at the Zoophonic zoo named Nigel Night Owl. 
Questions for your expert: How long does the caterpillar stay in the 
chrysalis? (Two weeks.) What happens after The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar eats all of the food? (He is not a very little caterpillar 
anymore, he is a fat caterpillar.) How many parts/syllables is the word 
caterpillar? (Four. Have your expert clap the parts!) What does Nigel 
Night Owl look like and sound like? (Use your hands to make circles and hold them over your eyes to make large owl 
eyes and say the sound /n/. Here’s a link to the Cosmic Kids video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhWDiQRrC1Y&t=135s. 

Kindergarten: We are continuing our Colonial Towns and Townspeople Domain. Ask your expert: Who are 
some tradespeople we have learned about? (Cobbler, dressmaker, baker, miller, blacksmith, farmers.) In the country, 
are houses close together or far apart? (They are far apart.) Why would farmers make trips into town? (To barter with 
shop owners to get items they need for their farms.) Where did farmers get most of their food? (They grew their food 
and butchered their own meat. Cows gave them milk. Chickens gave them eggs.) Kindness Challenge: Our students 
decided that they want to help their parents clean up a mess at the house. We talked about how moms and dads might 
feel if they helped do things like the dishes or fold the laundry. 
They all unanimously agreed that their moms and dads would 
be very happy and excited if they helped out! 

Art: Fourth- and Fifth-grade artists are learning how line and 
value are used in drawing to create an illusion of space.  Line, 
Value, and Space are 3 of the 7 elements of design. Optical 
illusions are an important skill for young artists to learn to 
create, as it reveals to them the magic tricks behind the art that 
WOWS them. They see that behind the scenes of these illusions are simple patterns of line and color. Once they 
recognize these tricks, their artwork transforms from flat, 2-dimensional space to the illusion of 3-dimensional space. 

Spanish: Hola amigos, ¡yo sé el día! (Hi, I know what day it is!) Among other things, children are learning to tell 
what day it is. We are working on the calendar, birthdays, important celebrations, family members, animals, numbers, 
and connecting words to make simple sentences.  

On Beyond Program: Get your school newspaper here! The second 
edition of this year's 5th Grade Newspaper is hot off of the presses. Students really put 
some dynamite effort into their article topics this time around! Enjoy a free online version 
at the link below--or look for printed color copies selling for $0.25 all this week, March 
18, 19, and 20. We will also have some copies available for purchase at the front office 
during conferences!  Thank you for supporting our newspaper program here at MSES. 

Here’s the link:  march2019edition.pdf 

First Grade: This week, we started our Fairy Tales Domain! We listened to 
Sleeping Beauty and Rumpelstiltskin as we began to discover some things that all fairy 
tales have in common! We will continue to explore many more fairy tales next week, but 
ask your expert: How do most fairy tales begin? (Once upon a time, long ago.) What kind of ending do fairy tales 
have? (Happy ending, happily ever after.) Do things that happen in fairy tales happen in real life?" (Sometimes, but not 
always! Some things are magical or fantasy.)  



  

 
 

Second Grade:  Alas, the big mystery of life emerges in our Cycles of Nature Domain: Which Came First, 
the Chicken or the Egg? Ask your expert this question and enjoy a delightfully fun exchange! What is the first stage in 
the life cycle of a chicken? (Egg.) What happens after that? (The egg hatches and you have a hatchling! The hatchling 
quickly becomes a chick, then an adult.) What happens when they 
become an adult chicken? (The cycle starts over again with an 
egg.) Can the chicken make its own egg? (No, it takes a male and 
female to make an egg.) What is metamorphosis? (A complete 
change in an animal’s appearance from birth to adult.) What are a 
frog’s life cycle stages? (Egg, tadpole, froglet, adult.) What is an 
amphibian? (An animal that can live on land and in water.) What 
do all of these cycles have in common? (Birth, growth, 
reproduction, death, repeat.) 

Physical Education: Snow and all...our Tennis Unit 
is going on in the MSES gymnasium. We will be finishing up our 
tennis unit before our spring break. Hopefully, after break, we will 
try to get in a few golf swings, then be starting our volleyball unit. 
As always, feel free to stop by during parent teacher conferences. 

Third Grade: The Native American Regions and Cultures Domain begins with the theory held among 
historians that people arrived in North America from Asia by the Beringia Migration. Students should be able to explain 
that prehistoric (before history could be written down by people) nomadic (people who move from place to place likely 
in search of food) people followed the herds during the last major Ice Age. At this time, Beringia was an area of land 
connecting Asia to North America. Your expert third-grade historian knows the herds they followed included woolly 
mammoths, giant bison, and saber-toothed cats. As the climate warmed, they traveled even further into North America 
through the Ice-Free Corridor (a passage between two glaciers that allowed them to go south). Ask your expert about 
the things archaeologists found, like spears, tools, hides, and shelters. Next, we will explore the Native American 
cultures that settled in different regions and connect their resources to the climate and the terrain. 
Fourth Grade: We just started our American Revolution Domain!  Ask your expert: Why did the British 
government tax the colonists, and why did that make the colonists angry? (The British government borrowed a lot of 
money to fight the French and Indian war and to protect the colonists; it needed money to repay debts.  It passed the 
Stamp Act, which worked like a tax because people paid it when they bought specific items. This made the colonists 
angry because they did not have any representation in Parliament or input into how the taxes were collected.) 

Fifth Grade: In CKLA, we’re continuing our Renaissance Domain. Ask your expert: Why did patrons sponsor 
artists and writers in the Renaissance? (They wanted to become famous.) What does it mean to sponsor an artist? 
(You pay for their food and shelter and give them money for expenses.) 
What does "perspective" mean when you are talking about art? (A way 
to show depth in the paintings.) There were many artists in the 
Renaissance. Who was the artist who created the Pieta sculpture? 
(Michelangelo.) What was unique about this piece compared to all of his 
other statues? (Michelangelo signed this piece after he overheard 
people guessing who the artist was and they didn't guess him!) Science 
Fair Update: Students should be running their experiments now at 
home. If students need other students at school to take part in their 
experiment, they are welcome to do that at recess times. (See the 
attached photo of Autumn Boyd testing her hypothesis with her 
classmates at recess this week.) All parts can be typed up and printed 
out as students complete them. Students will receive more instruction 
next week as to how to draft their conclusions from their results. Remember the fair is coming up on April 11! Display 
boards should be 36x48 and may be of any color. White display boards are now available to purchase at the front 
office for $5 a piece for your convenience. 

TEAMS: Book Fair is here! Thank you in advance for supporting our amazing school--during the week or at 
conferences! We’ll be located down in the Art Room, Monday-Wednesday 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., Thursday 8:00 a.m.- 
8:00 p.m., Friday 8:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 



  

 
 

Music: During Music class this week, third-graders reviewed all they have learned 
about playing the violin since their early introduction in late August.  Pictured, students 
from Mr. Wood's class pass a small cup from bow to bow, while maintaining a proper bow 
hold. Some silly background music made this especially fun! Students at MSES also now 
enjoy curriculum and instruments granted to the school through Little Kids Rock!  In the 
last two weeks, most classes have been learning chords, bass lines, and drum beats to 
Aiko Aiko! and The Best Day of My Life .   Fifth-graders are focused on Shakespeare, for 
the time being, but soon will be writing some original rock tunes for a condensed version of 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  If your little rocker is interested, be sure to sign up for this 

spring’s after-
school LKR 
program!  (And, 
yes, this is indeed 
Mr. Vogel’s 
longtime “School of Rock” dream comimg 
true….) 
 

 
 

     
 

M4TH C0RN3R!  
Math should be fun, so please play Math games as a family! 
Each week I will post a new math game that you can play with 
your child. (For $2 you can buy dice and playing cards at your 
local dollar store and be ready to play these games—or ask any 
interventionist for cards and dice free!) – Math Interventionist 
Steve Smith 
This week’s game: Flip Out  
Players: 2 or more players 
Materials: Deck of cards per student, face cards worth ten, Ace worth 1 or 11, scratch paper  
Skill: Addition  
How to Play: Each student shuffles his/her deck and lays it face down on the desk. One player says ”Go!” 
and then everyone flips over one card at a time, keeping a running total of the sums. After thirty seconds, 
one minute, or two minutes (depending what the group decides) the player says, “Stop!”  The players then 
record the total they reached and the number of cards flipped in order to reach the total. (Example: Player 1 
adds 1 + 4 = 5 + 10 = 15 + 3 = 18 + 10 = 28 + 10 = 38 + 8 = 46 + 4 = 50 --  8 cards flipped.) Flipped cards 
are switched with a predetermined partner who checks for accuracy. Cards are handed back to students 
and each student reshuffles his/her deck and prepares for the next round.  
Variations: Can be played as multiplication. Can be played as subtraction starting with 100, closest to 0 
wins 
 

Seeking a Few Good Judges! 
Save the Date: April 11 is MSES Science & Engineering Fair 
Thank you for your past participation as a judge in the MSES Science and Engineering Fair. We invite you to 
participate again! Judges' commitment is from 8:15 AM until approximately noon on Thursday, April 11. Training 
provided. Know any other community members who might be interested in supporting the next generation of scientists 
and engineers? Please pass this information along to them as well. To sign up as a judge, please email Lisa Knezha, 
at lknezha@mssd14.org. Thank you for your help in the past and consideration in the future!  -- Sincerely, Lisa 
Knezha, Grade 5 Science Teacher. 



  

 
 

D14/MSES World Culture Night is Wednesday! 
¡Hola! Bonjour! Hallo!  

World Language and Culture Night (WLACN) 2019 has been rescheduled for Wednesday, March 20th, from 
5:00-8:00 p.m., at Manitou Springs High School. World Language students perform and then present their 
learning during one incredible evening that celebrates and engages 
students, educators, and the community in world language, culture, and the 
arts. The WLACN program and performances begin in the large 
gymnasium promptly at 5:30 p.m., after which high school students begin 
their presentations and several interactive presentations and workshops 
take place.  
This year we welcome back Arts14 Instructor Dallo and the African 
Drumming Group Jamoral to host a spirited drumming and dance 
workshop. We are pleased to announce that the International Folk Dancing 
Club of Colorado Springs will also host a folk dance workshop for 
participants of all ages. WLACN would not be the same without the annual 
Piñata Celebration for K-5 students, hosted by our own MSES Spanish 
Instructor Alejandra Lillemon! The WLACN Contemporary Cultural 
Connections Art Gallery will also be open for viewing in the Media Center. 
Do not miss the WLACN Program, which includes the performance lineup, important details about student 
presentations, and the many activities taking place. 

International food trucks will be on site and ready to serve at 4:30 p.m. 
Johnny G’s Mexican Soul Food 

Ricky’s Island Grill 
Lucy’s Armenian~Mediterranean Grill 

The Cupcake Doctor 
Totally Nuts and Company! 

Where to Park: Please plan to carpool if at all possible in order to conserve parking. Parking at the High 
School is very limited and we anticipate high attendance. Some parking is available at the middle school. 
Parents can also drop students off at the high school, park on Manitou Avenue, and walk to the high school 
for the event. Please arrive early to negotiate parking and enjoy the food trucks and presentation tables in 
the Commons area of the high school. Again, the program begins promptly at 5:30 in the Main MSHS 
Gymnasium.  
We are looking forward to seeing you during this festive and unique celebration! On behalf of the World 
Language and Culture Night Planning Committee, thank you! -- Ms. Alice Stoneback, Ms. Claudine 
Huntington, Mr. Terrence Batson, Ms. Amy Rodearmel, Ms. Madison Stuart, Ms. Alejandra Lillemon, Ms. 
Sarah Ulizio. 

Please note that all MSES children must be accompanied by a parent/guardian at all times during 
the event. 

Procedures for Students Performing at WLACN 
For parents of MSES students who are participating in the World Language and Cultural Night event, March 
20, 2019: 
Meeting place: High School cafeteria 
Time: 4:00 p.m. for Rodeo and Flamenco dancers; 4:30 p.m for Ribbon carriers. 
• Flamenco dancer girls, please bring your own hairbrush, hair spray, hair bands, makeup, and shoes. 

(There will be two moms helping with this.) 
• Rodeo: bulls must dress in black. 
• Ribbon carriers, the ideal is dressing red and black or one of those colors. 
 
• Performances will start at 5:30 in the MSHS big gym. 

Please note that all MSES children must be accompanied by a parent/guardian at all times during 
the event. 



  

 
 

Kindergarten Registration for 2019-20 Now Open 
Will your child be 5 years old by September 1, 2019?  If so, it is time to register for Manitou Springs Elementary 
School's full-day kindergarten! Registration is now available online at this address for students entering kindergarten 
in August 2019: https://mssd14.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=57448&pageId=901068 (Students must live in the 
district with the parent or legal guardian. Only the parent or legal guardian may 
register the student.) 
To complete your registration, the following documents must be presented to 
MSES front office: verification of residency -- current property tax bill, mortgage 
statement, or closing disclosure (if home was recently bought) or recurring monthly 
bill or statement with name and address (e.g., utility bill).  
Renters, please supply current lease (not expired) and/or recurring monthly bill or 
statement with name and address (e.g., utility bill). 
If you live with another family, please present an Affidavit of Residency Form. (This 
needs to be notarized and completed by the person with whom you reside), plus 
their current lease, property tax bill, mortgage statement, or closing disclosure of 
the homeowner (if home was recently bought). This should be the same person 
listed on the Affidavit of Residency Form. Recurring monthly bill or statement with 
parent or legal guardian’s name and address (e.g., utility bill). 
Note: If your current living arrangements are not listed, please call the office for 
guidance, at 685-2195.  
The following additional documents are required for school enrollment: 
• Proof of Age (original birth certificate, passport, or other official document indicating age).  
• Immunization Records. Current records can be obtained from your pediatrician. These must be current, with dates.  
• Proof of Custody, if applicable. Legal divorce decree or other custody document indicating physical or residential 

custody of the student.  
Please, if you know someone with a kindergarten-aged child who is not yet connected with the school and wouldn’t 
seen this notice in our normal channels, let them know that registration for their kinderpumpkin is now open! 
 

Kindness Campaign Touts Our Great Students! 

Through our MSES Kindness Campaign, MSES students who have shown intentional acts of kindness receive a 
‘kindness heart’ from teachers and other staff. Each week we list the students in 
Mustang Tales, as we catch them doing intentional acts of kindness throughout the 
building, and post their Kindness Heart on the pillars in the commons. Here are the 
names of our recent kind students: 
• Abigail Harlan for helping Ms Marci when she was sick and also breaking up a 

squabble among 3rd graders (Mr Vogel) 
• Amberlin Lawson for always helping other students and teachers when needed! 

(Ms Pearson) 
• Scarlett Huffman, Ellie Davenport, and Joey Maida for making sure a friend was 

safe! (Ms Morissette) 
• Oliver Kirkevold-Corder for putting the iPads away on your own after school! 

(Ms Marquardt) 
• Madison Anderson for being a great friend (Ms Marquardt) 
• Ezra Rasmusen for taking responsibility for opportunities to learn! (Ms Elms) 
• Bryn Fanning for helping make a plant craft for a kiddo who has been really sick. Now he will have one to watch 

grow like the rest of the class! (Ms Carter) 
• Addy Wupper for giving half a sandwich to another student who forgot their lunch! (Ms Pearson) 
• Lexi Hammel for sharing some lunch with a student who forgot theirs! (Ms Pearson) 
• Sarah Owen for picking up trash in the Earth Room without being asked! (Anonymous) 
• Cahlia Barker for bringing barrettes from her house for a friend who lost her barrette the day before. (Ms Thomson) 
• Jude Parker for congratulating a friend who beat him in a game of tic-tac-toe. (Ms Thomson) 
• Nolan Barrett for modeling focus, effort, and enthusiasm every day! (Ms Elms) 
• AJ Maestas for offering to help a classmate get his work finished. (Ms Elms) 
• Hazen Brewer for holding the door open for his class! (Mr Pletsch) 



  

 
 

 

  

 

register
Joye Levy - Arts14
jlevy@mssd14.org
(719) 440-2465

Chris Picinich - STEM14
cpicinich@mssd14.org

Dan Gieck - Sports14
dgieck@mssd14.org

Arts14 - Sports14 - STEM14

www.connect14.org

Check out all our classes
on the Connect14 website

Farm! Cook! Make!NEW! Spring Break Camp

Registration open
March 4th- March 22nd

April 1st - May 10th

Return Buses or late pick-up 
with Connect14 Club at 5:15pm

is here
Only available at time 
of registration! No exceptions.


