
 
 

 
  
This Week At MSES!This Week At MSES!   

 
Monday, March 19 
8:00am – 3:00pm Book Fair – MSES Library  
5:30pm – 6:30pm Tiger Den 7 & Wolves Den 3 Meeting – Ms. Marquardt’s Room 
 
Tuesday, March 20 
8:00am – 3:00pm Book Fair – MSES Library 
12:00pm – 2:00pm KidPower – Mr. Pletsch’s Class 
3:00pm – 4:15pm Girls on the Run 
           
Wednesday, March 21  
8:00am – 3:00pm Book Fair – MSES Library 
8:40am – 11:20am Field Trip – 2nd Graders – Space Foundation 
9:00am – 11:00am KidPower – Ms. Mortensen’s Class 
9:00am – 9:30am Field Trip – Ms. Thomson’s Class – MSES Kitchen 
10:00am – 11:00am Field Trip – Ms. Farrell’s Class – MS Police Dept. 
10:00am – 11:00am Field Trip – Ms. Hammel’s Class – MS Post Office 
2:50pm – 4:00pm Jr. Robotics – Meet in MSES Commons 
 
Thursday, March 22 
8:00am – 7:30pm Book Fair – MSES Library 
8:00am – 8:00pm Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences 
 
Friday, March 23 
8:00am – 10:00am Book Fair – MSES Library 
8:00am – 5:00m Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences 
 
Monday, March 26 through Friday, March 30 
Spring Break – No School. 
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Gardeners Unite! Mustang MIGHT Welcomes 
Spring with Hands-On Gardening Workshop  
 
To welcome the arrival of Spring, our school wellness 
committee, Mustang MIGHT, is celebrating with a hands-on 
gardening workshop! You can make your very own take-
home start-up garden kit! We will be in the commons from 
8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on our first conference day, this 
Thursday, 3/22/18. We will have all the supplies needed to 
get your green thumb going. The only thing you’ll need to 
bring is your enthusiasm to grow something wonderful as a 
family! 

 
Judges Still Needed for MSES Science Fair 
 
MSES fifth-grade students have been working on science and 
engineering projects for two months and are compiling that data into 
cohesive presentations for our annual Science Fair April 12.  
 
We are in need of judges to make the process go smoothly and 
easily. The judges’ commitment will be from 8:15-11:30 a.m. on 
Thursday, April 12th. Training is from 8:15-9:00 a.m. in the 
auditorium and the fair judging will occur from 9:00-11:30 
a.m. (Parents of current fifth grade students are not eligible 
to judge.)  
 
If you, your spouse, grown children, or friends would be willing to dedicate the morning of April 12th to our 
school, please contact Ms. Knezha at lknezha@mssd14.org. 
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Ask Your Expert! Ask Your Expert!   
Family Questions From Your Mustangs’ Lessons This Week  
Preschool: Last week in preschool we learned about two important women as part of Women's History Month. We 
learned about Sally Ride, the first American woman to orbit the earth: "What does an astronaut do?" (They travel into outer 
space.) We also learned about Chief Justice Sonya Sotomayor and what it means to be a judge--and to work hard to learn 
to speak a new language as a child: What does it mean to be bilingual? (It means that you speak 2 languages.) 
 
Kindergarten: Colonial Towns and Townspeople Domain: Who are some trades people we have learned about? 
(Cobbler, dressmaker, baker, miller, blacksmith.) In the country, are houses close together or far apart? (They are far 
apart.) Why would farmers make trips into town? (To barter with shop owners to get items they need for their farms.) 
Where did farmers get most of their food? (They grew their food and butchered their own meat. Cows gave them milk and 
chickens gave them eggs.) 
 
First Grade: Fairytales Domain: Fairytales we’ve been studying this week include Sleeping Beauty, Rumpelstiltskin, 
Rapunzel, and The Frog Prince! Fairytales have special characteristics such as their settings, characters, and endings. 
Ask your expert, when do fairytales usually take place? (Long ago.) What kinds of characters do they often have? 
(Royalty.) What are some examples of fantasy and magic that you have heard from the fairytales this week? (Answers will 
vary.) How do fairytales usually end? (Happily ever after!)  
 
Second Grade: Second-graders are finishing up our Cycles in Nature Domain this week! Here are some key ideas: I am 
the reason we have seasons. What am I? (Earth’s tilt.) I am the area on Earth that receives the greatest amount of direct, 
intense sunlight. What am I? (The Equator.) I am the process in which a plant begins to grow and sprout. What am I? 
(Germination.) I am the process by which some young animals develop and drastically change as they become adults. 
What am I? (Metamorphosis.) I am the larva that hatches from the egg of an adult female frog. What am I? (Tadpole.) I am 
the process by which a liquid changes into a gas. What am I? (Evaporation.) I am the process by which a gas changes into 
a liquid. What am I? (Condensation.) I am the water that falls from the sky as rain, snow, sleet, or hail. What am I? 
(Precipitation.) We are the three main types of clouds. What are we? (Cirrus, cumulus, and stratus.)  
 
Third Grade: European Exploration of North America Domain: Third graders are learning about several European 
explorers. What were they searching for? (China, India, gold, spices, land, wealth.) What was their impact? (Connecting 
the Eastern Hemisphere to the Western Hemisphere…and devastation to the Native Americans through war and 
diseases.) Ask your third-grader about Columbus, Ponce de Leon, Hernando de Soto; you may be surprised at their 
insight! Compare and contrast Columbus's first and second voyages: What was he searching for on these two trips? 
(Spices, gold, fame on both voyages.) Who came along? (Three ships and 100 men on the first voyage; 17 ships and over 
1,000 on the second voyage.) Had Columbus's reputation changed--and why? (Yes, it had, because he was famous on 
the second trip for having returned from his first voyage…and for lying about what he had found.) 
 
Fourth Grade: We started our Geology CKLA Domain this past week. We are learning about earth's characteristics, what 
it is made of, and the forces and processes that change and shape it: What is continental drift and what evidence supports 
it?   (Continental drift is a hypothesis that millions of years ago, Earth’s land was one huge landmass called Pangaea. 
Over time, Pangaea broke apart and the pieces slowly drifted apart, separating rock formations and plant and animal 
groups. New oceans filled the gaps between the landmasses and climates changed as continents drifted.) We did a field 
trip to Garden of the Gods last week to study the various types of rocks. What are they? (Igneous, Sedimentary, and 
Metamorphic.) 
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Ask Your Expert! Ask Your Expert!   
Family Questions From Your Mustangs’ Lessons This Week  
  
Fifth Grade: Continuing our Reformation Domain: What are Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses? (They are a list of 95 objections 
to the Catholic Churches practice of issuing indulgences. He sent it to his superiors as well as posted it on the doors of his 
local church. It was the spark that ignited the reformation and separation of Protestants from the Catholic Church!) 
 
Art: Fourth-grade art students are beginning their annual participation in The Manitou Springs Lantern Festival, 
sponsored by Concrete Couch. This year's festival will be 7:30 p.m., April 13, at Memorial Park in Manitou.  Students are 
creating lanterns inspired by the French inventor and deep-sea explorer, Jacques Cousteau, as an UP! extension to their 
Inventors CKLA Domain. Students are learning how sculpture and art can be created using various recycled and natural 
materials. After designing and sketching ideas, artists must create the "skeletal" foundation that will secure the structure of 
their sculpture. Ask your artist what the technical name of this "skeletal" foundation is. (Armature.)  Also, ask your artist 
what lashing means in the context of artistic construction. (A process used to fasten something securely.) We will share 
more information about the lantern festival soon.  
 
On Beyond GT Program: The Elementary Destination Imagination Team, CAMELOT, delivered an entertaining 
performance at the Regional competition on Saturday, March 10th!  The team members, Ella Huddleston, Owen Gerbig, 
Elijah Drum, and Jack Huddleston (pictured below), created some amazing sets, costumes, and songs for their Fine Arts 
Challenge solution.  If you see them around, give a high-five to congratulate them on a great season. 

The second edition of our 5th Grade Newspaper will be available the week of conferences for $0.25 a copy.  Look 
for your newspaper reps in the Commons during lunch recess or before/after school--or ask for a copy at the office!  

Summer Enrichment Reminder: The $25 discount for K-6th Grades Camp Invention registration ends on March 
23! Check out campinvention.org for detailed information and registration.  (See flier below.) 
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