
 
 

 
This Week At MSES! 

Monday, February 18 
• NO SCHOOL- President’s Day! 
 

Tuesday, February 19 
• 8:00am- 9:00am    MSES Orchestra Moves Closed Rehearsal- MSES Auditorium 
• 12:30pm-2:30pm    Ms. Larsen’s 4th Grade Class Trip- Rock Shop 
• 3:00pm- 4:00pm    Sewing with Narnia- UPES- Grades 3rd- 5th 
• 3:00pm- 4:30pm    Golliwhoppers Play Prouction- MSES Commons- Grades Kinder- 2nd 
• 3:00pm- 4:30pm     Kindness Club- MSES Commons- Grades Kinder- 5th 
• 3:30pm- 4:15pm    Ukelele- MSES Commons- Grades 3rd- 5th 
• 3:30pm- 4:30pm    Jazz Funk- SILC- Grades 3rd- 5th 
• 4:30pm      Connect 14 Bus returns from SILC to MSES 
• 4:30pm- 5:15pm    Connect 14 Club- MSES Commons 
• 6:00pm- 7:30pm    Playground Design Community Meeting- MSES Commons 
 

Wednesday, February 20 
• 7:15am- 7:45am     Violin/ Viola- MSES Music Room- Grades 3rd- 5th  
• 8:30am- 11:00am    Colorado Springs Philharmonic- Pikes Peak Center Grades 3, 4, & 5 
• 2:45pm- 4:00pm     Flamenco- Culture Night Rehearsal- MSES Spanish Room 
• 3:00pm- 4:00pm    Imagineers- Ms. Knezha’s Room 
• 3:00pm- 4:00pm    Mini Mustang Robotics- Meet in Commons 
• 3:00pm- 4:15pm    Basketball- MSES Gym-4h Grade 
• 3:00pm- 4:30pm    Creative Movement- SILC- Grades 1st & 2nd 
• 3:00pm- 4:30pm    Fab Lab!- Manitou Arts Center- 2nd grade- Adult 
• 3:00pm- 4:30pm    Flute- MSES Commons- Grades 4th & 5th 
• 3:30pm- 4:45pm    Overture- SILC- Grades Kinder- 2nd  
• 4:30pm- 5:15pm    Connect 14 Club- MSES Commons  
 

 
Thursday, February 21 

• 7:15am- 7:45am  Cello/ Double Bass-MSES Music Room-Grades 4th & 5th  
• 3:00pm- 4:00pm   Violin- UPES- Grades 3rd- 5th  
• 3:00pm- 4:30pm   Golliwhoppers Play Production- MSES Commons- Grades Kinder- 2nd 
• 3:00pm- 4:30pm    3D Printing- MSES Commons- Grades 3rd- 5th 
• 3:00pm- 4:30pm    Kindness Club- MSES Commons- Grades Kinder- 5th  
• 3:30pm- 5:30pm   Agriculture Arts- Flying Pig Farm- 2nd Grade – Adult 
• 3:30pm- 6:30pm   Incredible Years- MSES Commons 
• 4:30pm- 5:15pm   Connect 14 Club- MSES Commons 
• 6:00pm- 8:00pm   Den Meeting- MSES Commons 

 
Friday, February 22  

• 7:30am- 8:00am    Walking School Bus- Memorial Park & Miramont Castle 
• 8:30am- 2:30pm     Ms. Knezha’s Class Shadow Day at MSMS 
• 9:00am- 11:00am   1st Grade Kid Power 
• 12:30pm- 2:30pm    Ms. Marquardt’s Class Trip- Rock Shpp 
• 3:00pm- 4:15pm    Basketball- MSES Gym- 3rd Grade 



  

 
 

  ASK YOUR EXPERT!
Family Questions From Your Mustangs’ Lessons This Week 

Preschool: In the afternoon preschool class we are 
continuing with our Animal Domain. This week we expanded on 
animals’ basic needs by discussing different ways that animals 
protect themselves. Ask your expert: How do some animals protect 
themselves from cold and snow? (They have fur coats.) What is the 
word for animals that blend in to their surroundings for protection? 
(Camouflage.) Fun game this week: Duck Duck Goose, but instead 
of “duck” and “goose,” we use compound words and tap the players’ 
heads while saying the word parts, then when you choose the 
person to be "it" you say the whole word. For example, “Sun, shine, 
sun, shine, sun, shine...sunshine!” 

Kindergarten: We are continuing our Weather Domain this 
week. Ask your expert: What is a shelter? (A place that you can go to that gives protection.) What does a thermometer 
do? (Tells us how hot or cold it is outside.) What is a meteorologist? (A person who studies and predicts what the 
weather is going to be like.) When you are our classroom meteorologist, what is your job? (I pick weather words that 
describe the weather outside, and the class tries to guess what words I picked that describe the day’s weather.) Can 
weather change throughout the day? (Yes.) Kindness Challenge: Since the beginning of the year, we have pulled 
kindness challenge notes out of a bin and learned different ways we can practice kindness. Now, it is the kiddos’ turn! 
Each week, as a class, we will brainstorm different ways we would like to be kind and each week we will come up with 
a new kindness challenge straight from the brilliant minds of your kinderpumpkins! This week we voted on this 
challenge: Invite a friend over for a 
play date and play a game that they 
choose. Why is this kind? How do you 
think they will feel being able to 
choose the game? How will you feel 
letting them pick? 

On Beyond Program: 
Third Grade On Beyond projects: 
Math Extension students have been 
applying their artistic talent to create 
unique two-part symmetrical fractional 
designs that we pieced together into fraction quilts. They also had to explain 
the steps in the process from start to finish for creating each of the three types of quilts:  1/2, 1/4 (3/4), and 3/8 (5/8). 
Language Arts Inquiry students are in the process of reading the touching Kate DeCamillo novel The Miraculous 
Journey of Edward Tulane, which tells the life adventure of a china rabbit. To help process the sorrowful death of a 
character in the story, the kids used watercolor to paint meaningful 
pictures they believed that character would enjoy. The only 
guidelines were to express their feelings using color and images 
from their own imagination while listening to the sounds of a gentle 
waterfall. 

First Grade: We had a super busy week! We finished our 
History of the Earth domain, celebrated the 100th Day of School, 
and had our Annual Tea Party for Valentine's Day! Ask your 
expert: What kind of dinosaurs did you hear about this week? 
(Tyrannosaurus Rex, Stegosaurus, Triceratops, etc.) What is one 
theory about why dinosaurs are extinct? (Debris from a giant 
meteor.) What was your favorite part of the 100th Day of School? 
What manners did you use during the Tea Party? What was your 
favorite part of Valentine's Day?  



  

 
 

Second Grade:  We are learning more about the expansion of the United States to the west. Who was 
Sequoyah? (A Cherokee Native who invented a writing system for his language.) What was the Trail of Tears? (The 
removal of Native Americans from the southeast to Oklahoma. It was forced on them, and they walked the entire way 
with the army escorting them.) What are ruts? (The deep grooves in the ground where wagons had passed heading 
west on The Oregon Trail.) What was the Pony Express? (A venture of 
delivering the mail using horses and young riders.) Where did it begin and 
end? (It began in St. Joseph, Missouri, and ended in Sacramento, 
California.) Did this last? (No, telegraph poles and wires were built and put 
the Express out of business in 18 months.) What has been the best part of 
Westward Expansion so far? Would you have wanted to live during this 
time? (Answers will vary.) 

Music: In Music class this week, second graders are working on 
playing chords. The goal right now is to get comfortable jumping around 
with root position triads, but there are a number of scaffolding strategies for 
getting there! Some students are playing 2-note chords, and some are 
using two hands. More advanced students are experimenting with 
inversions. Everyone is getting the chance to improvise their own rhythmic 
patterns. Pictured,, AJ, from Ms. Whipkey's class rocks out to Ronson's 
Uptown Funk, playing d minor and G major chords. 

Spanish: 3rd-, 4th-, 5th-graders are learning Spanish dramas and 
dialogues. In kindergarten, first, and second grades, among other topics, we are learning feelings and emotions in 
Spanish, numbers, basic questions, and answers. Children are interacting with Pedro the Fish and María the Monkey. 
These new friends help your learners begin to talk about themselves in simple ways, including greetings and 
exchanging basic information, like name, age, likes, the month, and the days of the week. 

Fourth Grade: We have erupted into our Geology domain.  We have learned about plate tectonics and how 
plates movement shapes our earth with earthquakes. There are earthquakes on continental and oceanic 
crust, resulting in tsunamis. Ask your expert: What is a tsunami? (Gigantic wave of seawater.) Why do tsunamis 
happen? (Tsunamis happen because the seafloor shifts due to an earthquake 
occurring in the oceanic crust.) How fast does a tsunami travel? (Up to 500 mph.)   

Fifth Grade: We have chosen our topic questions for Science Fair. Ask 
your expert what they chose and why! 

Physical Education: We have finished up our basketball unit and will 
be starting our floor hockey unit. If you get a chance, get out and play a little 
basketball with your youngsters. Our 3rd-5th graders would probably be up for a 
challenge in a game of Around the World, a game of 21 or a game of Horse. Lots of 
fun and easy basketball activities for the whole family! Even some kindergarteners, 
as well as 1st- and 2nd-graders, should know how to play horse as well! 

Third Grade: We are now the experts on space travel. Ask your expert 
about the first craft sent into space! (Sputnik 1, first satellite sent into space by 
Russia, in 1957). How about the first living being? (Russia sent Laika, a dog, a 
month later.) Who was the first human being to go into space? ( Cosmonaut Yuri 
Gagarin, in 1961.) Who were the three astronauts the U.S. sent into space in 1969? 
(Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, and Michael Collins.) What were Neil Armstrong's 
famous words when he stepped onto the moon? ("That's one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind!") We’ll 
see everyone at Planet Manitou, Thursday, February 21, from 5-7p.m. See the flier below for more specific 
information. 

TEAMS: For the last few weeks, fifth-graders have been working on a small write-up for their Ancient American 
Civilizations masks in Art class. They chose a mask that inspired them and created it themselves in Art class. Students 
then wrote about their masks and created a QR Code for other students or visitors to view the information. To 
incorporate their Spanish skills, the students wrote about the colors of the mask in espanol. The masks will be 
displayed in the skyway gallery very soon! Second-, Third-, and Fourth-graders continued to explore another avenue 
or "language" of coding. In addition to exploring code.org, the students created a game with the Spheros (a spherical 
robot that is able to be programmed by an iPad). Students dragged and dropped the correct blocks to code the game 
with pieces that look like puzzle pieces that fit together so the Sphero knows what to do. Questions to ask your expert: 



  

 
 

What does looping mean when coding your 
game? (It means we program it to repeat 
something.) What are some of the different blocks 
you used or new coding terms you learned? 
(Loop forever, LED lights, stabilization, 
accelerometer.) For fourth-grade experts: What is 
g-force? What did we program the toss game to 
do when it is greater than 3 g's? (Gravity force. 
The Sphero made an animal noise when the 
Sphero was tossed greater than 3 G's.) 

Art: Third-grade artists are preparing for their 
space night at the Space Foundation—“Planet 
Manitou”--by designing and creating their own 
space t-shirts. Students are learning about the 
process of creating designs that consider perspective, organization, material use, and art as function.  Please 
encourage your child to wear their t-shirt on Thursday, February 21st, for their night of space celebration. 
 

Final Playground Community Meeting Tuesday! 
Just a reminder that Tuesday night, 2/19/19, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in the MSES commons, we will hold our 
final community meeting about the playground planning. Our MSES fifth-grade design experts and our 
design leader, Steve Wood of Concrete Couch, will present our main design ideas to date and welcome 
community ideas and feedback. We'll provide dinner for your family, then move on to the presentation and 
discussions. Please join us Tuesday with your family to help us create a wonderful new play place for our 
kids! Please RSVP for the meeting so we can plan for enough food for everyone. You can RSVP by 
emailing Shanda at sglasener@mssd14.org or Caitlin at cmorissette@mssd14.org or by calling the school, 
at 685-2195.  
 

M4TH C0RN3R!  
Math should be fun, so please play Math games with your children! Each 
week I will post a new math game that you can play with your child. (For $2 
you can buy dice and playing cards at your local dollar store and be ready 
to play these games!) – Math Interventionist Steve Smith  
This Week’s Math Game: Hit The Target - Grades 4 - 6 Players: Groups 
of two to five players  
Materials: Deck of cards, Ace worth 1 or 11, Jack worth 12, Queen worth 
13, King worth 14, scratch paper  
Skill: Multiplication, addition, subtraction, division, order of operations, and mathematical reasoning  
How to Play: Each group of 2 - 5 students selects a target number from 1-30. One of the players will turn five cards 
from the deck face up and the object is for students to make a number sentence using all five cards with any 
operations to reach the target number. For example, suppose the target number is 20 and the cards in play are 5, 5, 6, 
2, and Ace (worth 1). One winning combination is: 5 x 2 + 5 + 6 - 1 = 20. Another is (6 x 5) - (2 x 5 x 1). Also, (6 ÷ 2) x 
5 + (5 x 1) works, as do many more.  The first player to find a winning combination keeps the cards and chooses the 
next target number. If no combination is found in about a minute, flip over another card and try to make a combination 
using six cards.  
To keep the game fair for players of different abilities, introduce the rule that if a player hasn't made a combination in 
three rounds, he or she may make combinations using four of the five cards until they make a winning combination; 
other players must use five.  
 



  

 
 

Please Support Our Steps for Sonny Fundraiser 
Our Manitou Service Corps has decided to do our next fundraiser 
centered around one of our very own students, Sonny! We would 
like to help him get a surgery that he needs for his leg muscles to 
function properly.  
 
Sonny is 4 1/2 years old, and is the sweetest, bravest little boy 
you’ll ever meet. He has Spastic Diplegia Cerebral Palsy. Cerebral 
Palsy is caused by the brain being deprived of oxygen. Before 
2017, he used a wheelchair to get around. Sonny had a major 
spinal surgery in October and was finally able to walk! Sonny’s 
muscles were unable to grow at the same rate as his bones 
because his muscles are too tight, which is why he requires 
another surgery this June. Unfortunately this surgery is not 
covered by insurance, since it needs to be done with a top 
surgeon in St. Louis. With the help of this surgery, Sonny will be 
able to continue walking.  
 
Please support us in raising the money needed to help Sonny’s 
surgery become possible and keep him running and playing with 
his siblings and friends! Our Mustang Service Corps has been 
busy making individual donation bins for each student to bring 
home and collect change from family, friends, neighbors, etc., and we sent them home last week. We want 
to show that kindness is contagious and our mission for Service Corps is to serve others. We are excited for 
students to see what can be accomplished when we work together as a community! We will be launching 
other events in our fundraiser over the next few weeks. Our goal is to raise $3,000.   
 

D14 Announces New Policy on Pets at School 
After the dog incident across the street from MSES last Wednesday, district administrators reviewed our 
policy about animals on campus, and Supt. Longfield announced the following district-wide policy: 

Animals on District 14 Property: 
Due the unpredictable nature of animals, MSSD 14 is not allowing animals (pets) on its property 
during the school day or at school activities. The definition of the school day is before school 
(during student drop off), during the school day, and after school (during school pick up). 
Additionally, we are not allowing animals on school property at school events (examples of school 
events are: sporting competitions, musical/dance/instrumental performances, school-wide events 
such as parent/teacher conferences and open house). Service animals are permitted. 
District 14 Administration 
Certainly, Colorado is a dog-loving state--and Manitou Springs is no exception! We must, however, take the 
incident Wednesday as fair warning of what can go wrong when even good dogs are caught in a crowded, 
stressful situation with lots of kids and other dogs around.  

I would personally request that we also work together to ensure dogs are not on the heavy-traffic public 
sidewalks across from the school, as well.If you have a question regarding this policy, please feel free to 
contact me for clarification.           – Russ Vogel, Principal 



  

 
 

 

MSES Counseling Dept. Welcomes New Interns 
Please give a warm welcome to our newest graduate 
students interning from University of Colorado and University 
of Northern Colorado. Below is a little information about each 
of them along with their contact information. They will be 
working with MSES students counseling individually, in small 
groups, as well as in classrooms assisting me while teaching 
our social emotional learning curriculum Second Step.  

Hello! My name is Anna Donovan and I am the newest counseling intern. This May, I will complete my MA in School 
Counseling at UCCS. I also have an MFA from the California College of the Arts (textiles and painting were my 
majors), as well as a BA from Stanford University, where I studied History and Sociology. Before going back to school, 
I was a muralist and decorative painter in San Francisco. I moved to Colorado from California about two and a half 
years ago with my husband, Brian and son, Bodi who is almost 9. He loves hedgehogs, LEGOS, books, and skiing. My 
husband took a job in Colorado Springs working as a researcher in the field of Biology Education. He used to teach 
middle school science, and now he creates research-based culturally aware curriculum and works with teachers on 
how to teach it. As soon as we arrived in Colorado, we headed to the animal shelter and found a beautiful Aussie 
Shepherd mix puppy to add to our family. Her name is Cora. I love taking her on hikes around Garden of Gods and 
Palmer Park, practicing yoga and dance, baking, reading, and outdoor fun like skiing, biking and rock climbing with my 
family. I’m so excited to be working with your students at Manitou Springs Elementary School! 

My name is Charles J. MacGregor, I am currently a Master's student at the University of Colorado Colorado Springs 
working toward a degree in School Counseling. Prior to this I received my Bachelor's from UCCS in Psychology and 
Human Services in May 2016. I plan to graduate with my Master's and move forward into receiving a PhD in 
Counseling to eventually teach future school counselors. Before coming to Manitou Springs Elementary I was a 
College Savings Specialist at T. Rowe Price where I helped parents save for their children's college over the course of 
two and a half years. Now I work as a graduate assistant at UCCS part-time while I complete my last year of graduate 
school. I recently tied the knot with my beautiful wife, Shannon, on September 1, 2018 and together we have a 
rescued chihuahua-corgi mix named Jasper. In my free time I love to read fantasy novels, write a book, and play board 
games with my friends and family. 

My name is Tessa O’Brian and I will be working with the students of MSES through this spring semester. I am 
currently a graduate student at the University of Northern Colorado and working toward a degree in school counseling. 
Before graduate school I received my bachelor’s degree in social work from Kansas State University. I am fairly new to 
Colorado but so far, my husband and I have loved the scenery and adventure opportunities that the state offers. We 
have one dog and are hoping to add a puppy to our family soon. I love hiking, kickboxing, music, art, and farmer’s 
markets in the summer time. I look forward to spending the rest of the school year at Manitou Springs Elementary and 
learning about the wonderful community surrounding the school. 

Hey! My name is Steve Terezakis. I am an intern at MSES and I will be working with your kiddos alongside Leatha 
Hay until May. I am a UCCS student pursuing my Master’s in Counseling and Human Services with a School 
Counseling focus. I currently practice Applied Behavior Analysis Therapy as a Registered Behavior Technician at the 
Family Support Center. I am an outdoor enthusiast who particularly loves hiking, downhill mountain biking, 
snowboarding, and camping. I am a drummer of 15 years, a huge foodie, and am really into fitness. Can’t wait to meet 
you all!  

Leatha Hay, MSES School Counselor, 685-2160, lhay@mssd14.org 
Stephanie Wilson, Ute Pass Elementary and District 14 Shared School Counselor, 685-2209, swilson@mssd14.org 

Anna Donovan, adonovan@mssd14.org, MSES School Counseling Intern (UCCS Graduate Student) 
Charles MacGregor, cmacgregor@mssd14.org, MSES School Counseling Intern (UCCS Graduate Student) 

Tessa O’Brian, tobrian@mssd14.org, MSES School Counseling Intern (UNC Graduate Student) 
Steve Terezakis, sterezakis@mssd14.org, MSES School Counseling Intern (UCCS Graduate Student) 

 



  

 
 



  

 
 

 



  

 
 

Musical Chaperones Needed for Grades 3-5 
Field Trip to Colorado Springs Symphony 
On Wednesday morning, February 20th, your 
children will have the opportunity to go to the 
Pikes Peak Center and play, sing, dance, and 
listen to a concert presented by the Colorado 
Springs Symphony called The Orchestra Moves. 
The Philharmonic asks that we maintain an 8:1 
ratio of students to adult chaperones.  Because 
this is such a participatory concert, the ideal 
chaperone will play an instrument along with the 
kids and the Philharmonic. The music we’ll be 
performing is Come to Play, The Blue Danube, 
and Nocturne from A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. It is available online, in the Student 
edition of the booklet created for this concert, at 
this address: https://www.carnegiehall.org/-
/media/CarnegieHall/Files/PDFs/Education/Educators/Link-Up/The-Orchestra-Moves/1819The-Orchestra-Moves-
NationalStudent-Guide.pdf?la=en. We are playing Part I in Come to Play, and the accompanying parts in The Blue 
Danube and Nocturne. 
If you are interested in attending (but not chaperoning) this field trip, a limited number of $5.00 tickets are available. 
The concert is at 9:30 a.m. These tickets are for “low priority” seating, which means there is a chance you might not be 
seated with MSES student performers. Registration and payment is due by noon on February 6th, and may be made 
with our front office staff. Thanks! -- Elizabeth Lawson, MSES Music 

Seeking a Few Good Judges! 

Save the Date: April 11 is MSES Science & Engineering Fair 
Thank you for 
your past 
participation 
as a judge in 
the MSES 
Science and 
Engineering 
Fair. We 
invite you to 
participate 
again! 
Judges' commitment is from 8:15 AM until approximately noon on Thursday, April 11. Training provided. Know any 
other community members who might be interested in supporting the next generation of scientists and engineers? 
Please pass this information along to them as well. To sign up as a judge, please email Lisa Knezha, at 
lknezha@mssd14.org. Thank you for your help in the past and consideration in the future!  Sincerely, Lisa Knezha, 
Grade 5 Science Teacher 

Active Girls Needed for Girls on the Run Season! 

Girls on the Run inspires girls to a lifetime of self-respect and a healthy lifestyle through an 
innovative program that combines training for a 3.1 mile run/walk race with a fun, health education 
curriculum. Our spring season will start the week of March 4th, 2019—and we need sixe more active 
girls to make our program go this season! We will meet after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 3:00-4:25 p.m. Girls on the Run is open to all 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade girls. Registration opens 
February 4th. Thanks to support from Manitou School District’s Connect14 program, fees this 
season have been slashed to $60.00 and scholarships are available! We need eight girls by 
February 25 to establish the program for the season. For more information about the Girls on the 
Run go to www.girlsontherunrockies.org. For registration forms, please ask the office or email Ms. Woytko-Morris and 
she will deliver one to your girl. Questions? Ask Coach Woytko-Morris at mwoytko@mssd14.org.  



  

 
 



  

 
 

  

Early Registration Open for Camp Invention 2019 


